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“The Virgin Birth Prophesied”      Text – Isaiah 7:1-14 & context         Reading: 2 Kings 16





Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ.
The story before us today occurs around about 735 BC.   
	Politically, from these and other passages, we know that Ahaz and the people of Judah, have suffered greatly at the hands of Pekah, who is King of Israel in the North, and Rezin, King of Aram, for some time.
	And the Bible tells us that Pekah and Rezin, together, have laid siege to Jerusalem, but have been unable to conquer it.  

And so, as you can imagine, the King and the people of Judah are terrified.  

It is around this time then that the Lord sends Isaiah to the king.  
And Isaiah encourages Ahaz to calm down.  
He basically says, ‘Stop fretting about these kings and armies hanging around your front gate.  God has numbered their days.  In a little while they will be footnotes on the pages of history.’  
And indeed, in just a couple of years, both Israel and Syria were invaded by Assyria.

But 2 Kings 16 and 2 Chronicles 28 reveal to us that Ahaz did not calm down.  
In fact he was so upset by all this that he had entered into an alliance with the King of Assyria against his foes.  

And so, as we see in vv10-17, Isaiah comes again to Ahaz with a word from the Lord.  

And with particular reference to 7:14, we see here that Isaiah prophesies about a virgin birth.  And as we consider this prophecy, in its surrounding context, we want to see three things; first of all, the Word remains, secondly, the Word is rejected, and thirdly, the Word is promised.

Firstly then, the word remains.  
	Now, People of God, I expect that you and I are the same in that we love                                      reading about the kings of Israel and Judah.  They are indeed fascinating stories.  
	And those of us who are familiar with them will know that they all begin in a similar way.  
	We are told the name of the new king, his age when he became king, and how long he reigned.  
	And then we read words similar to those we read in 2 Kings 16:2: “Unlike David his father, he did not do what was right in the eyes of the Lord His God.”  
	And depending on whether the king was good or evil, then follows a description of the good or evil that he did.


	Now, in the case of Ahaz, I think we can all agree that the evil he did was pretty severe.  
	We are told that he “even sacrificed his son in the fire.”  
	Also, it says, “He offered sacrifices and burnt incense in the high places, on the hilltops and under every spreading tree.”  
	In addition, he secured his alliance with the King of Assyria using items from the temple of the Lord as payment.  
	And on top of all this, after his meeting with the king of Assyria, he had an altar built that was like the one he had seen in Damascus.  And once it was built he used that for the sacrifices, back in Judah, before the temple.



	What all this means then is that Ahaz was commandment breaker.
	He was an idolater; he broke the first and second commandments.  
	He was also a blasphemer, because, as King, he was supposed to point the people to the Lord.  
	We know also that he was a murderer who murdered his own son.  
	He coveted the altar of Damascus, deciding that he just had to have one, himself.
	And so you can see that the 10 commandments were not too high on Ahaz’s priority list.  
	Ahaz was not a man gripped by the fear of God.  No, Ahaz was a wicked, evil, and idolatrous king.  
	And, as we well know from the stories of the kings, generally, ‘as the king, so the people.’  
	These were not good times for the nation of Judah, God’s covenant people.


	And yet, the Word of the Lord remained!  Despite all of this evil and wickedness, the Word of the Lord remained.  
	In the midst of Ahaz’s sin, even as he is attempting to form an alliance with the King of Assyria, Isaiah the prophet, comes to Ahaz to bring him the Word of the Lord.  


	And this ought to strike as, Brothers and Sisters, as further evidence of God’s grace and faithfulness towards His people.  
	Does Ahaz deserve to have and to hear the Word of the Lord?  No.  
	Do the people of Judah deserve to have and to hear the Word of the Lord?  No.  
	But through the mouth of the prophet who comes to bring words of promise and judgment, they hear the Word of the Lord.  


	And in this we pretty much have the story of the OT, don’t we, brothers and sisters.  
	When Israel lay in the midst of bondage and slavery, in Egypt, did she deserve to hear the Word of the Lord?  No.  And yet, the Lord raised up Moses.  
	When Israel gave herself over to idol worship, in Israel, time and time again, did she deserve to hear the Word of the Lord?  No.  And yet, the Lord raised up Ehud and Deborah and Gideon and Samson and Samuel.  
	When Israel gave herself over to Baal worship under Ahab and Jezebel, did she deserve to hear the Word of the Lord?  No.  And yet, the Lord raised up Elijah and Elisha.  
	And now, the Lord appoints Isaiah to be the one who brings the Word of the Lord to this faithless generation.  
	Congregation, do you see the grace and the faithfulness of our covenant God?


	Well, Christmas is almost upon us.  
	And I think we can agree that we too live in a country that is guilty of great evil.  
	Over 18,000 children are murdered, in their mother’s wombs, every year.  
	Other children are murdered outside the womb by abusive parents.  
	Idolatrous worship is everywhere.  
	The false gods today are the gods of materialism, man-made spirituality, the environment, and the state itself.  
	The very word, blasphemy, probably means nothing to most people.  
	Adultery and fornication has become a sport; a recreational pursuit.  
	Talk to any school teacher or policeman today and you will hear tale after tale about the disappearance of any form of respect for authority.  
	And I think we would also agree that the god worshipped in many churches today looks and sounds nothing like the God who has revealed Himself in the Bible.   
	He is a god of man’s own invention; a god of love, a god of tolerance, a god who is in us all, a god who wound up the universe but just leaves it to run by itself, a god who is our Mother, a god who is whatever I want him to be!


	And yet, in just a few days time, God’s Word will again be heard.
	People who do not normally darken the doorway of any church will attend a Christmas service.  
	And those who do not attend a service will hear and perhaps sing Christmas carols.  
	And others will send cards with Christmas messages.  


	Now, I know, that many carols have been de-christianized, I know that there are more soppy santa cards than there are Christ-mas cards, and I know that much of the content of many Christmas services will be watered down and emptied of what we would recognize as the gospel.  
	But congregation, we can and we ought to pray that God might permit His Word to remain.  
	We ought to pray that the gospel might continue to be heard in New Zealand.  
	We ought to pray earnestly that God might still use the Word to convict people of sin and bring them into His glorious salvation!ISHH
	We ought to pray that the people of New Zealand will see beyond a cute little manger scene to the Saviour, Jesus Christ, the one born to be King of Kings and Lord of Lords; the one born to be the lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.  
	We ought to beg God to begin the work of reformation and revival again.  
	We ought to praise God that because of His grace and His faithfulness the Word remains.


 The Word remained in Judah.  God still desired to bring words of promise and judgment to His people.  But we see secondly, that the Word is rejected.

	In 2 Kings 15:37, we are told that the alliance of Rezin and Pekah, against Judah, began in the time of Jotham, Ahaz’s father.  
	What this tells us is that the events described here in Isaiah all                                                happen near the beginning of Ahaz’s reign.  
	Ahaz became king at age 22.  
	As a young man, therefore, he has some pretty serious issues before him.  Not only are Israel and Aram parked outside his own gates, Assyria is also strengthening in the North East, and, 7:18 reveals that Egypt also is flexing her muscles in the region. 
	There can be no doubt then that this is a serious challenge to the faith of the young king Ahaz.  


	But again, because of the Lord’s grace and faithfulness, soon after he becomes king, Isaiah comes to Him with this Word from the Lord.  In the Lord’s providence, as we have seen, the Word remains.  
	And we see that the word that Isaiah brings to Ahaz ought to be a great comfort to Him.  
	God says, in 7:4, “Keep calm, and don’t be afraid.  Do not lose heart because of these two smouldering stubs of firewood.”  And in v7ff, God reveals that He is about to destroy both of these nations; a prophecy that we know was fulfilled exactly as Isaiah, here, said it would be.


	But God ends this Word to Ahaz, in v9, by saying, “If you do not stand firm in your faith, you will not stand at all.”  
	As Isaiah brings the Word of the Lord to Ahaz, essentially, Ahaz is presented with a choice; trust in the Lord or trust in Assyria; stand with Me or fall by yourself.


	Sadly, we know the choice that Ahaz made.  
	Even now, he had already set in place a plan to form an alliance with the King of Assyria.  
	And politically, we must acknowledge that Ahaz’s plan had some sense.  Assyria was the rising star in the region.  It seemed to make good sense to be on Assyria’s side.  
	The problem was that to be on Assyria’s side meant choosing not to have the Lord on your side.  
	And so, Ahaz rejects the Word of the Lord.  


	And we should not fail to notice that Ahaz at least knew something about the Word.  
	In v11, when Isaiah told Ahaz to ask God for a sign, Ahaz says, “I will not put the Lord to the test,” quoting from Deut 6:16.  
	But we must understand that Ahaz is not here being humble.  No, he is being stubborn, defiant, and rebellious.  He is disobeying a gracious command of God to ask for a sign.  
	He knows that if He asks for a sign from God, God would give him that sign and so he would be compelled to believe in the Lord and place his trust in Him.  
	But Ahaz wants no part of God.  His choice is made.  His trust is in Assyria.  


	And what Ahaz demonstrates here is something that ought to grab our attention.  
	Ahaz is a son of the covenant.  Ahaz has been circumcised.  Ahaz, at the very least, is familiar with Scripture.  
	But despite all of this, Ahaz rejects the Word of the Lord.  


But we are confronted again with more evidence of God’s patience with His people.  For even as His Word is rejected, we see, in our last point, that THE word is promised.

	In 7:14, Isaiah speaks yet another word of prophecy that ought to be familiar with anyone who has any Christmas experience at all!  He says, “Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.”  
	And the reason these words are so familiar is because they are quoted by Matthew in the first chapter of his gospel.  
	There, he points back to this passage and explains that the birth of Jesus fulfils this prophecy.  
	And in the Lord’s providence, that part of Matthew’s gospel is what we hope to consider in the sermon this coming Christmas day.  
	For now though, we gladly acknowledge that what Matthew says there makes it quite clear that Isaiah’s words in 7:14 are a prophecy concerning the birth of Christ.  





	Let us look closely at this verse then to see how this is so.
	Isaiah says, “The Lord Himself will give you a sign.”  
	And the first thing we note is that the word “you,” in Hebrew, is plural.  
	This sign is not just for king Ahaz.  The plural “you” points us back to the words of v13.  There, Isaiah speaks to the “house of David.”  
	Ahaz has refused to ask for a sign.  He has rejected the Word of the Lord.  He has turned His back on the God of the covenant.  
	But God remains faithful to His covenant.  
	Even though this faithless generation has rejected Him, He still desires to reveal His plan for the salvation of His people.  
	Thus, God will provide a sign for His people that is of His own choosing and suitable to His own purpose.


	Next, Isaiah says, “The Virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call Him Immanuel”  
	Now, there are some commentators who think that this prophecy has a kind of double fulfilment.  They say that Isaiah speaks firstly about a birth that took place soon after the words of this prophecy, and then ultimately about the birth of Jesus.  
	According to them, the first birth would be that of Hezekiah, Ahaz’s son, a very godly King, or that it refers to the birth of Isaiah’s son, spoken of in Chapter 8.  
	But with both of these suggestions there are problems.  
	Neither Hezekiah’s birth nor that of Maher-shalal-Hash-Baz are virgin births.   
	In addition, Immanuel means “God is with us.” 
	But there is no indication from Scripture that either Hezekiah or Maher-halal-Hash Baz are called Immanuel.  In fact, they obviously have different names.
	And neither can it truly be said of them that “God is with Us.”  
	And most importantly, Matthew does not suggest that Jesus birth is the second fulfilment or another fulfilment or the final fulfilment, but THE fulfilment of Isaiah’s prophecy.


	No, Isaiah, here, very clearly delivers a word of promise.  
	He points forward to the coming Messiah who would truly deliver His people.  
	In chapter 8, from v5, he describes the destruction that the king of Assyria is about to bring to the land.  
	In v8, as Assyria seems to cover the land of Judah, there is a cry of Immanuel: God with us!  
	And at the end of v10, the prophet again mocks the plans of Assyria and others, by saying “God is with us;” which in Hebrew is Immanuel.  
	And with these two Immanuels, we are thrust into chapter 9 and the description of a child who is born, a son who is given who has the government on His shoulders; one called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, and Prince of Peace.  


	You see, at that moment in history, Jerusalem was threatened; she needed a deliverer.  
	Her deliverer ought to have been king Ahaz.  
	But He and His people rejected the Word.  
	And so, God reveals again that He must deliver His people.  Deliverance for Jerusalem depends on the coming of the Christ.  
	He and He alone is the foundation on which the salvation of the church depends.  
	Thus, this word becomes for Ahaz and that generation a word of judgment and curse.  
	But for future generations of those whose trust is in the Lord, it is a word of promise and blessing.


	And today, once again, the Word of the Lord has been set before you.  The one born of the virgin; the One called Immanuel, which means “God with us,” has been set before you
	The question is what will you do with the Word of the Lord?

	Young people, you too are covenant children like Ahaz.  You have been baptized.  You have been surrounded by the Word of the Lord.  Jesus has been set before you week by week.  
	And because you are a baptized child of the covenant, your baptism will either result in curse or blessing.  
	You could reject the Word, as Ahaz did.  You could refuse to trust in the Lord.  You could say, “I don’t need God.  I don’t care to have Him rule as King in my life.  I will live as I see fit.” 
	But if you do this, then you need to know that God’s Word will be for you only a word of judgment and curse.  
	Or, you could continue to embrace the Word.  You could continue to trust in God. You could increasingly submit yourself to His claims upon your life.  You could sing, “Trust and obey, for there’s no other way, to be happy in Jesus than to trust and obey.”
	And if you do this, then you need to know that God’s Word will be to you a word of promise and blessing.  


	And this of course is true for all of us, young and old.  
	Can each of you say that Jesus, through His Word, has impacted your life in a more profound way?  

Is your trust in Him deeper?  
Does He influence your thoughts and your language and your behaviour in a more noticeable way than this time last year?  

In the earliest pages of the Bible, God promised to send a Son who would crush the head of the serpent.  Isaiah is another in a long line of prophets who pointed the Lord’s people forward to the birth of the Messiah.  
And every single time, the promise of salvation was delivered to a stubborn, rebellious, and unworthy people.  And, Brothers and Sisters, we are no different.  

But neither is God!
And so, praise God for His grace and His faithfulness, demonstrated in the coming of Jesus Christ.
Praise God that His Word remains.  
Pray to God that we might not reject His Word.  
And give thanks to God that He is faithful to His Word of promise.  Amen.	



